
 

 

This will be my last "From the Driver's Seat" article for now. (How does the saying go?  Never 

say Never Again.)   I know once that I am not doing it any more I am going to miss it.   Yeah, 

right!   The past couple of years have been fun.  It's been great working with everyone on the 

board.   I've told Tim and the rest of the new board that I will be around to help them out if they 

need it.  I will continue to be the webmaster for the Club website.  Both Pam and I enjoy the 

club and I am sure that we are still going to be at all of the events.  It's not like we are going 

anywhere, just taking a well deserved break.   

  

The Mustang Club is after us to have a joint event in February.  Maybe a picnic and a rally.  I 

am sure that Tim and Ron will be working on that over the next few weeks.  I personally would 

like to see a softball game against the Mustang Club because I know we can beat them.  Ok, 

maybe twenty years ago we could.  

  

I would like to "Thank" everyone for their support over the past couple of years.  The Club is 

only as good as its membership.  If you see an event scheduled that looks like fun, come out and 

have a good time.  I have never been to a CCOH function that I haven't had a good time, well 

maybe except for the meetings where I was elected President.   If you have an idea for an event 

let someone on the Board know.     If you want to be more active in the Club, volunteer to be a 

member on the Board of Directors.  As a matter of fact there is still one position open on the 

board right now. 

  

Pam and I would like to wish everyone a "Happy and Prosperous" New Year.   

  

Dennis 
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Kaneohe Christmas Parade      3 December 2011 

For some reason there seemed to be a lot more spectators at the parade this year than during 

previous years.   There were people sitting out on the side of the road as early as 7:30 

a.m.   Again this year we were tasked with carrying the parade dignitaries.  We carried every-

one from the Mayor to local celebrities.   It  didn't surprise me that the parade was more disor-

ganized then it was last year.  It seems the past couple of years each volunteer running the pa-

rade had their own idea on how it should be set up and did not talk to anyone else.  Over half of 

the VIP's didn't even have signs for their cars.   

  

After a little bit of rain we headed out on the parade route.  We didn't get any rain during the 

parade.  I was really surprised.  The parade went well and most of us were done within 45 

minutes.  After the parade we all met up at Castle HS and most of us caravanned over to Hon-

ey's at the Koolau Golf Course for breakfast.  That was a great way to end the parade. 

  

Participating were:  Yvonne L., Rich W., Jeff & Dale, Eric S., Gary T., Dennis F., Chris M., 

George C., Bill H., Tony B., Jay J., and Dennis S.  
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2012 is HERE! 
 
My final ñFrom the Shotgun Seatò article is now a reality. 
 
I wish to thank all of you who participated in our events this past year.  You make them a success and fun.  I 
also want to thank all of you who sponsored events or helped us in so many different ways over the year.   
 
Being Vice President for these last two years has been rewarding and fun (at least some times! lol)  No, seri-
ously, it is very satisfying to hold events that bring pleasure to you our members. 
 
Ron K. is stepping up as your Vice President for 2012 and I ask that you folks support him.  Remember, this 
is YOUR club and give Ron a call, an email or speak to him at any event and give him some suggestions or 
ask how you can help him out.  We all want to have fun with our Corvettes and this club. 
 
So again, thank you for your support these past two years, Gail and I wish you all a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year and I hope to see you at the End of the Year Banquet. 
 
Save~the~Wave 

Michael A Mastronardi  

CCOH Vice President 
Red8t8vette@hotmailcom 
808-284-6560 

The morning didn't start off so good, there was plenty of rain all around Ewa Beach.  About and hour before 

the parade started we had a little down pour but it wasn't enough to dampen anyone's spirits.  The staging area 

was full of kids and dogs and politicians.  CCOH was the #1 Unit so we didn't get stuck at the end of the pa-

rade.  The parade started at exactly 10:00 a.m.  As I expected it took about an hour to complete the pa-

rade.  The parade route was two miles long so we moved along at a snail's pace.  There were plenty of specta-

tors and kids waiting for candy.  The Lion's Club distributed over 1000 lbs of candy this year.   

  

After we made the turn onto North Road it actually started to warm up.  All and all everyone had a good time 

and we were glad we could help spread the Christmas Spirit in Ewa Beach.  Participating were:  Chris M., Ron 

K., Eric S., Jeff C., Troy A., Tony B., Gary T., and Dennis S.  

  

We have done the Ewa Beach Christmas Parade for several years but this was the first one that we have done 

during the day, the rest were at night.  I like the idea of running Christmas lights on the car but the day time 

parade was more fun because you could see the spectators and kids.   

  

Dennis 

Shotgun 

Ewa Beach Christmas Parade  12/17/2011 
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70th Anniversary Pearl Harbor Survivor's Parade ð 7 December 2011 

Pam and I have been in the Club for almost 22 years and we have driven in over 200 parades. By far this had 

to have been the biggest and best parade that we have ever done. As we drove down the parade route with our 

passengers (Pearl Harbor Survivors) people along the side of the road stood up and cheered and applauded as 

we drove by. It was what you would call "a chicken skin" moment. There were more spectators than any other 

parade that we have ever done. 
 

But all was not as good as the parade... As instructed we met at the Post Office on Saratoga Ave. There were 

also 5 or 6 Mustangs that also participated in the parade and they were at the Post Office as well. The parade 

was scheduled to start at 6:00 p.m. At 5:15 or so they had us caravan over to the chapel at Fort Derussy to pick 

up the survivors. There were 23 survivors in all that would be riding with us. We had 13 cars and the organiz-

ers of the parade wanted all of the survivors in the Corvettes. Some of us carried two passengers and a couple 

of people carried three passengers. By the time we loaded up our survivors it was approximately 5:45. We still 

needed to drive back to the starting point of the parade on Kalakaua Ave. The plan was to drive back down to 

Saratoga Ave. and start the parade from there. However, traffic was stopped headed in that direction so we 

were redirected over to Ala Moana Blvd. By this time it was 6:00 p.m. Once we got to Kalakaua Ave., two bi-

cycle cops told us to follow them. It didn't take long for us to get to the starting point of the parade after that. 

There is nothing like having a cop around especially when they're not chasing you. The parade finally started 

at 6:22. After all; whatôs a Survivor's Parade without survivors? 
 

The actual parade itself lasted for almost two hours. It took us about one hour to drive the parade route. I could 

not believe the spectators! It was really a tribute to the Veterans that we were carrying. 
 

A little bit about the Survivors; Everyone had a great time talking to and meeting these folks. As for me, the 

three of us in my car laughed the whole parade route. Pam had a similar experience along with a couple of oth-

er drivers that I talked to. The oldest Survivor in the parade was 96 years old and the youngest was 86 years 

old. Their stories were fascinating to listen to. 
 

The end of the parade was just like the beginning. We drove into the parking lot at Kapiolani Park and there 

was no one there to greet us and help the Survivors out of the vehicles. Most Survivors needed wheel chairs or 

walkers. After we got into the parking lot I noticed that there were lights on at the Shell so we drove down 

there. Still no one around to meet us. There were two guys standing at the entrance so I figured I would ask if 

they knew what was going on. I was told that there was dinner and entertainment for some group but they did-

n't know who. "The Survivors?" I suggested. And one guy gives me a blank look and says, "You need a blue 

ticket to get in." I went back to the car and neither of my passengers had a blue ticket along with other Survi-

vors I asked. Finally, after 15 minutes people started getting off a trolley behind us with wheel chairs and 

walkers for the guys. 
 

Participating in the parade was: Pam S., Dennis S., Gary T., Rich W., Richard G., Tony B., Eric S., Ron K., 

Chris M., Blaine G., Jeff & Dale, Yvonne L., and Kuula M. 
 

We did have at least one casualty in the parade. He almost had to have his Vette towed home but after a two 

hour cool down period the starter finally decided to kick in. I am going to be nice because I told Ron that I 

wouldn't mention his name in the article. I did have to jump start one of the Mustangs so that he could go 

home. 

 

Dennis 
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.Ǌƻǿƴ .ŀƎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻŀƪŜŘ ƻǊ ōƭƻǿƴ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΗ  ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ±ŜƎŀǎ ƻǊ ōǳȅπ
ƛƴƎ ƭƻǧŜǊȅ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƭǳŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ²ǊŜŀǘƘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ Iƻƴƻƭǳƭǳ IŀƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ aƛƪŜ ϧ DŀƛƭΣ 
5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ϧ tŀƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ŜŀǝƴƎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ YŜǧƭŜ /ƻǊƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΦ 
 
bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ  ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ {ŀƳ /ƘƻȅΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ [ǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ /Ǌŀō ƻƴ bƛƳƛǘȊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ 
 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ! aŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǊŘƛ 
//hI ±t ϧ 9ǾŜƴǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
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C5 Trivia 

1. The little yellow "helper light" on the bottom of the rear-view mirror that illuminates the shifter area. 
 

2. That you can put your key in the driver's door and turn it twice towards the front to unlock the passenger 

door and a third time to pop the trunk. 
 

3. That you can pop the trunk and also pop the gas cap cover by pulling on metal lines hidden in the back. 
 

4. That the little slotted cover on the dash behind the steering wheel is where the inside air temperature sensor 

is located. 
 

5. All of the option codes are in the glove box. And if they aren't there, look on the underside of the rear com-

partment lid (passenger side, I think). 
 

6. Tire inflation recommended pressures are on the driver's door (don't laugh, this comes up a lot). 
 

7. The thing that looks like a little LED near the DIC buttons is a light sensor. 
 

8. The thing that looks like a little LED near the defroster vent is a UV sensor for determining A/C usage to 

compensate for the heating effect of the sun. 
 

9. Your build sheet is in the front re-bar, your front bumper cover must be pulled for access!  
 

10. When the engine is shut off, you can get the odometer reading by turning on the parking lights. 
 

11. You can program setting #3 (both memory buttons at once) in the seat memory to run the seat back and 

steering wheel forward for getting in/out of the car with the engine running. 
 

12. Reset oil life by pumping gas pedal 3 times (but not with the engine running). 
 

13. Hold down RESET button while on one of the trip odometers and it gives you the mileage you traveled 

since last starting the car. 
 

14. Hold down the Active Handling button for 5 sec. to engage "Competitive Driving" (2000 and previous 

years must be stopped.) 
 

15. If you hate DRLs you can pull the e-brake ONE click and they go off.... 
 

16. Simply remove fuse #2 under the hood and your DRLs will be out permanently. Only thing affected is that 

when you unlock at night using the key fob your front turn signal lights and back up lights will not flash. Your 

front turn signals will operate normally. GO STEALTH and extend the life of your front turn signal bulbs 

(changing them out is not picnic). 
 

17. The side-view mirrors can twist both forward and backward, decreasing the chance of damage if struck. 
 

18. If you pull the seatbelts all the way out while you're buckled in, they ratchet back in to hold you tighter into 

the seat (that's how the owner's video describes this feature) 
 

19. The parking brake is self-adjusting... but depends on the car rolling or wanting to roll backward to work. 

Not mentioned in the ownerôs manual (looked for it). 
 

20. I didn't realize there is a red LED light on the left side of the radio so I had one installed to work when the 

security system is on. Someone told me to program the radio theft lock feature and that initiated the LED flash-

ing. Now I have two of them flashing when the security system is on. 
 

21. There is a release opening with a flap to let air out of the car when the hatch is closed. 

It is located just above the driver side rear compartment, behind the panel.  
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